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THAS A STORM OF FRE

Awful Experience of Steamer
Roddam at St. Pierre.

SEA CAPTAIN'S GRAPHIC STORY.

It Rained Fire and the Sca Was Like
Unto Boiling Mud.

The Norton line steamer Etona
arrived at New York recently from
the River Plata via St. Lucia, where
shie called for bunker coal on Moy 10.

“At St. Luecia on May 11," says
Captain Cantell, “I went on hoard
the British steamer Reddam, which
had escaped from the terrible volcanic
eruption at' Martinlque three days
before, The state of the ship was
enough to show that those on board
must bave undergone an awful exper-
fence. The Roddam was covered
with a mass of fine bluish gray dust
or ashes of cement like appearance
In some parts it lnld two feet deep on
the decks. This matter had fallen in
a red hot stare all over the steéamer,
settiog fire to everything It struck
that was burnable and, when it fell
on the men on board, burned off little
bits and large pieces of flesh, This
was shown by finding portions of
bhuman remaing when the decks were
cleared of the debris. The rigging,
ropes, tarpaulins, salls, awnings, eto ,
were charred or burned and most of
the upper stanchlons and spars had
been swept overboard before. Sky-
lghts were smashed and cabins were
filled with voleanic dust, The scene
of ruin was deplorable.

U1 wisited the captain of the
Roddam in the hospital at St Lucla,
where he gave me un account of his
terrible experience. He had just
arrived and anchored at St. Plerre,
Martinique, on the morning of Thurs-
day, May 8. The captain was stand-
ing near the accommodation ladder
talking to the agent of the vessel,
who bad come gn board, when be saw
what appeared to be an enormous
black oloud, like a wall with patches
of fire in It, approaching the sea from
the land. With it came an immense
tidal wave of bolling water, accom-
panied by a loud and terrible nolse,
He shouted ‘take sheller' to the
crew. Immediately the steamer was
caught and twssed over op her side,
almost capsizing. Darkness fell like
4 pall and volumes of red hot matter
showered down, while the alr was
thick with  sulphurous fumes and
dust, The sea was a confused mass
of boillng mud.

“Fire soon broke out in different
parts of the ship. Soreams, groans
and shouts of agony from the Injured
people, mingled with the terrible
noises of boiling water and rushing
alr, together with the falling fire,
caused & most horrible confusion and
fright. The shock lasted n few
minutes,

“Tne captainof the Roddam, know-
ing that his vessel had steam up, and
instantly realizing the necessity of
escape, rusbed to the englue room
Jannunciator and signaled below to
m the engline at tull speed. The
‘anxlous moments focreased by his
_sufferings from burns and agony of
mind, were relieved by the vibration

oﬂ ﬂlﬂif at theénglml,molm
necrs were neurby. The terrible
ave which had uwtomm

spread about, After some time the |
Roddam's stecving gear moved a liy te |
and enabled the captaln to head Her

out to sea, and with considerable
dimenlty, he managed tosteer hery
lttle distance from the land, As the
alr ¢leared the scene on board the
i) fated Roddam became all the more
ghastly. The ship steamed on through
thick hot dust. The screams from
the Injured became more audible
Some rushed frantically about with
their ¢lothes on hre and large pleces
of flesh burmed from thelr arms;
others in thelr agany lald writhing In
the red hot dust.

“In about two hours the air be-
came gradually clear. An investiga-
tlon of the casualties on board showed
that, besides the captain, who wis
frightfully injored, only two cogin-
eers, two sailors and the boatswaln
were able to do duty.

“Fire was still burning about the
ghip and the rigging was in flames.
The captain deelded to try to reach
the Island of St. Lucla, forty miles
distant. This be succeeded In doing
by & o'clock on the evening of May 8.
The steamer was diffeult to handle,
owing to the partislly disabled steer-
ing gear, which could not be made to
work properly, In the time occupled
on this terrible voyage, the experience
af the survivors was still worse than
that already gone through. The
brave captain and his few men fight-
ing the fire, exhnusted and scalded,
struggled and worked, trying to do
something to aseist their dying ship-
mates, Those working below strived
to keek up the steam, The captain,
suffering the greatest agony, Suc-
ceeded fn pavigating his vessel safely
to the port of Castries, St. Lucia,
with eighteen dead bodies lying on
the deck and human limbs scattered
about, A sallor stood by constantly
wiping the captain’s injured eyes.
1 think the performance of the Rod-
dam’s captain was wmost wonderful,
and the more so when I saw his
pititul condition. I do not under-
stand how he kept up: yet when the
steamer arrived av St. Lucla and
medical assistance was procured, this
brave man asked the dootors toattend
to the others first and refused to be
treated until this was done.

“My Interview with the captain
brought out this sccounts I left him
in good spirits and recelving every
comfort. ‘The sight of his face would
frighten anyone not prepared to see
it, We safled from St. Lucla on the
morning of May 11, and at 2 o’clock
in the afterncon passed the Island of
Martinique. The weathier wias per-
fectly clear, and we had a good view
of that part of the Island which had
suffered by the voleanio eruption &
few days before, The formation of
the island is guite altered and the
whole northern part, where the town
of St. Pierre nnee stood, is covered
with & mass of ashes and lava, AL
about 2:50 o'clock, as the Etona was
passing the island, o tremendous up-
ghoot of smoke and dust took place,
and In a few moments the ship wis
govered with fine dust like cement.
We were about three miles distant
from the island at the time. The
ship's engines were put under full
speed and for a time considerable
anxiety was felt on, board. For an
hotr or two the ship was covered with
dust and enveloped in a thick cloud,
and the air was filled with sulphur
fumes. It must have been another
eruption, ond the dust must have
been sent 4 great'distance in the air,
because 16 traveled agalost the wind
and at & tremendously Tapid rate.”

Cottuge Burned.
The cotlage bLowe of Charles
Tolbert, colored, together with its
contents, was destrayed by fire Wed-

| it | nesday aftorooon, The eottage was
|sitnated on College Bill, vear the
and | water W‘

and owiog to its
lnunmlbic ultnmnn a0d the absance

ré [of plugs In that seation it was -
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QOUEEN ISLAND 1§

of This

Ceremony of Transfer Very
Estrada

Cubst was merged into an indepen-
dent republic on Tuesday of this
weok, the following account of which
Is glven by an American eorrespon-
dant on duty at Havana,

The nutal day of the republic of
Oubi found Havanu arrayed like a
queen to awalt the coming of her
lord. She seemed reinvested for the
occision  with the dignity of the
progperous days of her power and
wealth, The decorations were uni-
versal. In some cases men had
worked all might, by the light of
torehes to complete elaborate desigos.
There was not & resfdence, preten.
tions or bumble, that did not bear
upon {8 qualnt facade some emblem
In honor of the event, The many
arches erected ab the entrances of
plazus by political socicties, fraternsl
clubts, residents of varlous civil divis-
ions of the city and business organ-
izations bad an air of real grandeur.
The scaflolding was covered with
canvass painted in imitation of
marble, and from a distance the
illusion was complete. Bunting spread
on venetinn masts canopied the deep,
parrow streets from the rays of the
sun, Beneath these canopies the
cuban colors and palms graced Uhe
open dobr ways, through which
glimpses could be eanght of luxuriant
gardens, Io cool, inner courts, Many
of the balconies jutting from the
white walled bulldings were adorned
with roses.

Nature seemed i harmony with
the spirit of the festivities. The
parks were literally aflame with
tropical flowers, and the vaulled sky
above might have been chiseled ot
of turquolse, Above every red, tiled
roof rose a Cuban flag. The whole
city seemied suddenly burled beneath
a forest of waving banpers.

The decoratlons along the water
front were exceedingly lavish, and all
the shipping in the harbor was
dressed in gala attive. The majority
of the ships flew the American ensign
ab the main, and the Cuban colors al
the fore or mizzen. The United
States armored cruiser Brooklyn,
which was sent to take General Wood
away, and the steamer Morro Castle,
of the Ward line, on which the troops
were to embark, as well as the foreign
warships which had been sent by
their goveruments to be present at
the birth of the new republic, were
gully decorated.

During the early morning many
troops of school children marched fnto
the Plaza de Armas, rabged them-
selves before the palace and sang an
American anthem.

At 10 o'clock a delegation from the
Qentral Veteran's OClub presented
General Wood ‘with a handsome
machete, having & beauttully engraved
hilt, It has the Quban cont of arms
and a single gold star on one side, and
the general’s initials on the other
in gold.

The palace Iz an imposing yellow
stone structure, the upper stories of
its' front being buflt over & stone
colonnde, giving it 4 fine architect-
ural effect. Fof centuries it was the
residence Of the captains general of
Spain, Since the Amerlcan ocoups-
tlon it has been the offiell headquar-
ters of the military govemor Iu
fronts an exquisite park; the Place de
Armas, with i1 stately royal palms
wnd species of banyan trees called
Ulugrels of Indfa.*! In the centet fs u
fine marble statue of Ferdinaad VIL
Through the center of the bullding

an srchway leads, &s in all Spanish
w0 the courl, where

Independence Formally Given to Cuba on Tuesday

THE UNITED STATES WITHDRAWS ITS FORCES.

FREE AT LAST.

Week.

Simple—It is Now President
Palma,

ablong, witha lofty celling and marble
floor. 1t formed o fine sotting for the
historle occasion. The chamber 14
loday exactly as It was when the
Spanlards departed, except that the
portraits of the captaing general
which hung upon its walls are gone.
They were taken back to Spain, but
the cdats of arms, with thelr royal
quarterings, still bang above the wio-
dows, which ure screened by the
same searlet curtains that were hang-
ing diiring the Spanish regime. The
decorations, white aund gold, with
guperb mirrors, have also been pre.
served, Just as they were left by the
Spaniards. The chair with a gold
crown above its back, which was
reserved for the Spanish monarch
himselt, was visible Inan adjoining
apartment.

Owing to the limited space, the
people were to have no sight of the
ceremony to be enacted here which
was o constitute them anation before
the world, but outside they were to
witness a spectacle which would stir
their pulses, for they were to see the
beloved five-barred nnd single-starred
flag which Gespedes first threw to the
breeze fn 1808, at the opening of the
ten years' war, ralsed by the act of
the United States above the palace.
This thing which was to happen hid
been the dream of their lives, and of
thelr ancestors for generations. Their
parents, brothers and friends had
gone to their deaths to accomplish it,

No strange wonder then that, hours
before the time set, they began
focking here from all quarters of the
clty, Muny were already before the
palace with the rising sun, and some
even slept in the park to be certain
not to miss this sight,

A portion of the plaza was kept
clenr by the pallce very early, The
remulnder was packed with people, 8o
thick that the grounds seemed alive,

Soon all the side streets running
into the plaza were choked into a
solld mass of humanity, and every
door and window fronting the square
was walled in with faces, white and
black, old aud young, male and
female, Then erowdssought the roofs,
overflowing every building that com-
manded & view of the flagstafl on the
palace. As far as the eye could see
the roof lines were fringed with
human freight. It was a sight to
live forevér in memaory.

Drawn up below, in the open space
of the plaza, were eight dismounted
troops of the Seventh cavalry, with
sabers at their heels. Their horses
were already on board the steamer
which was to take them back to the
United States,

Shortly before 11:40 a. m , those
who were to witness the ceremony
began to arrive in earriages through a
street kept clear by the police. All
the nuval officers were arrayed in full
uniform, resplendent in gold braid
and plumed  chapeaux. ‘Ihe Cubans
generally wore black frock suits, white
walslcoats and silk hats. They form-
ed a distinguished looking assemblage
as they gathered in the audience
¢hamber,

The eeremony Isell wus birief and
simple. After formal greetings, Gen-
eral Wood resd the documentary
transfer prepared by the war depart-
ment, pledging the new government
jmiediately. o prociaim the vonstis
tion dnd the Platt aoendment cons
talued in the appendix and to under-
take all -obllgations wssumed by the
Unitéd States with respect to Cuba
by the treaty of Paris,

Senator Palmn attached his signs-
ture 1o the docutént as president of

_ mupmﬂhinn-mmmsanrm

stalls and Jowered the American
colors,  As they futtered down, the
cavalry below saluted their flag, and,
like an echo of the cheers that arose,
came the distant boom of one of the
great puns of Cabanas fortress, neross
the bay.

It was followed by another and an-
other, in rhythmic succession until
forty-five shots had been fired, one for
each state in the unjon, As'the first
gun spoke, the flags on Moru castle
and those on the Santa Clara and
Punta fortresses were lowered, The
jurisdiction of the United [States jhad
ended,

In the meantime a Cuban fag bad
been kept on the halyards of the
palace fagstafll, and by his own bands
General Wood raised it as an act of
the Unlted States, General Gomez
nssisting him,

As the flag flew free, the streets
below fairly waved with the cheer
that arose.

It was caught up by the people on
the roofs and rolled over the city,
Again the cavalry below saluted and
agafn the guns of Cabanas spoke, this
time with a national salute of twenty-
one guns, The bands stationed on
the plaza, at Cabanas and at Malecon
erashed out with pride of country,
and the revenue cutlers and battle-
ships In the harbor thundered their
strength of war. The forelgn war-
ships hoisted the flag of Cuba to their
mastheads. The easigns of Great
Britain and Italy had recognized the
republic.

Married Thursday Eveuing.

AL elgbt o’sluck Thursday cvening,
at the home of the bride’s parents,
Mr. and Mrs, J. T. Taylor, of this
city, occurred the marriage of Miss
Sallle Ellzabeth Taylor and Mr.
Thomas 8. Fletcher. The ceremony
that tled the ouptial Koot was per-
formed by Wie Rev. J. C. Given,
pastor of the Methodist church,
South, and was witnessed by & num-
ber of the relatives and friends of the
high contracting parties.

Mr. Fletcher i8 a young man of
exemplary habits and splendid repu-
tation in Lexlogton, where hé was
reared. He is 8 trusted employe of
the Lexipgton Conl company and has
a bright business future. The bride
was also born and raised In Lexiog-
ton, {8 a lady of beautiful character
and has hosts of friends who extend
to her congratulations.

Mr. and Mrs, Fletcher will reside
with Mr. Fletcher's mother on Col-
lege street.

Onee Lived m Latayetla,

Joplin, Mo., May 20.—Mrs, Limme
Atn Avery Doncan of Vernon pounty,
Mo, s the mother of a remarkable
family. She is the head of five living
generations, baving #lx  ohildren,
twenty-four grundebildren snd two
great.great graudebildren, “Grand-
ma" Duncan, as she is called, |8 in ber
83d year and is healthy and scuve,
She was born nesr Bowling Green,
Ky., and moved with ber family to
Lafayette county, Mo., in 1830. She
was married when 21 years old and
sottled with ber husband in Vernoo
county 1 1848, There all the children
were born and there the old homestesd
still stunds,

Grandma Duncan's gruodfather was s
major on the staff of George Washing-
ton in the revolutfoonury war aod her
father was a soldier 1n the war of 1812,
Mrs, Dopesn remembers well the mag-
pifigeot display of falling stars which
was visible on the night of Nuvember
13, 1886

Despite ber advanced age she enjoys
perfeol henlth, ber eyesight is good and
shi wmoves sbout s would une many
yours her junior.

Memorlal Serviees.

The Lexiogion Camp U, C V,,

Sterling Price Chapter U, D. C., und

unite in & memorial serviee at Maoh-
pelah cematery at 4 o'clock p. m,
Tuesday, June Srd, the decoration
day of the sonfederacy,

On that day crosses of honor will be

and interesting program reodered

fuilerate dead buried there, wi

mmy avening, after a few daya
wmmm

CONEEDERATE REMINIGGENGE

Sharp Contest on for Davis Man-
slon at Montgomery, Ala.

WAR AMONG D. 0. €, DIVISIONS,

White House Association Trying to Save
the Historic Building,

—

A recent dispateh from Mont-
gomery, Alabama, says:

The fine old southern manslon in
which, as president of the southern
confederacy, Jeflerson Davis resided
during the few months before the
capital was removed from Montgomery
to Richmond Is just now a center of
Interest, Some years ago the Alabama
division of the Duaughters of the Con-
federacy decided that they would buy
the old place and preserve it as &
museum and lHbrary. A White House
committee wus duly apﬁlnbed and
Instructed to proceed with thy raising
of the money. Lateryon oue of the
two, Montgomery ¢ turoed
agalnst the enterprise and set about
to abolish the work. Out of the
struggle two more chapters were
evolved in this eity, so that there are
now two on each side of the prop-
usition, ;

The committee, finding that it
could not legally bold property, pro-
cured a charter for & new coucern
called the First White House Associa-
tlon, and after some of the most
charming lobby work ever seen about
the Alabama capitol, secured the
passage through the last leglslaturs
of a blll appropriating 2,600 for the
purchase of the house in: the name of
the new dssoclation. Bul the gov-
ernor  vetoed the bill,  Nothing
daunted, they buve continued the
work and now have in hand some
81,500,

At several meetings of the state
division there has hieen a sharp strug-
gle over abolishing the enterprise, but
the White House faction has always
win,  Wearylng of the struggle, they
let It go hy default at the annual
convention, which has just been held
fn Demopolis, and the work was not
only abolished but the committee
ordered to turnh over It8 funds to the
general treasury, to be used for some
other purpose, This Is where the
interesting part of the story comes in.

M, DAVIS' AID ENLISTED,

About four years ago the White
House Committee went to Beauvoir
and procured from Mrs, Jefferson Davis
as 3 gift the most valuable mementos
of her husband now in existence, he-
ing his complete seb of bedroom fur-
nifure just a8 he used it in his last
days, with all the livtle bric-a-brac
ahout the house. Mrs, Davis gave the
relies in aletter to the White House
Committee in perpetuity, to be taken
care of by the governor of Alabama at
the capitel until such time as the
Montgomery White House should be
purchased and ready for them. They
now occupy 4 rvom at the capitol and
are the center of Interest toall visitors.,
The question bas been a llve one as
to what wounld become of these valune
ble relics In case the danghters abane
doned the work of preserving the
White House as the designited
repository In the deed of gift.

The nesww White House Associghion,
th everybody's surprise,  annoluces
that it is prepared for just such an
emergedey, and presents a last will
and testument, by M. Davis herself
giving them over to thil assoclation
in event the daughters ever abolish
the work. The will wis made last
March, and was especially deslgned to

Welghtwan Camp U, 8. C V. will

meet the contingency that bas arisen
from tho victory of the White House
opponents at Demopolis. The oppo-
sltion is thus taken upawires, the
new assovlptlon will earry on the
work of preserving the old mansion
pud the relics of Mr. Davis prss from

couferred on volerans sod o suitable yhe White House Committee 1o the

_ | White Hotse Asmolation,
All nré iovited Lo sttend aud assist |

in decorsting the graves of the con. §5.000 by Uie vwoer, sod the design

The White lHouse itself is held at

ls to move it to o lov adjolning the

| Capt. Logan Buyart, of Nebraska gmuuds of the state capitol,
10ity, Neb, returned Lo his bowme|

Jusepli Trlbole wud wite left for
Wellingion Friday mornlog to atlend
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